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SERMON. 


EBU vi. $- 
And the Lord commended the unjuſt Steward, becaufe he 


had done wiſely - for the children of. this world are in 


their generation wiſer than the children of light. 
O * SAVIOUR's common method of preach- 


ing, was to uſe pertinent ſimilies and compa- 


* rifons, called parables; ſometimes he re- 
hearſes certain circumſtances, and draws uſeful im- 


provement from the ſame. So we find him, in this 


chapter, relating the account of an unjuſt ſteward, .. - | 
who was accuſed to his Lord concerning his per Þ 
- ous practices; and finding that he muſt be called 't&* 
an account, and expelled from his office, begun to 


ſcheme the way of his future life: What ſhall I 


do;“ fays he, “dig I cannot; and as for begging, 


that Tam aſhamed of.” However, being pretty ex- 
pert in knavery, he adopts a very crafty, tho” a ver 


- unjuſt, method; and that was to diminiſh the debts - 


of his Lord's creditors, that he might put the ſur- 


/ oy? into his own pocket. His Lord heard the part 


de had acted, and was fo far from blaming him, that 
2 he commends him for acting his part ſo ingeniouſly, 
and contriving ſo dextrous a ſcheme, And our 
Lord aſſigns a reafon for it, «© For the children of 


this world are, in their generation, wiſer than the 


' children of light.” Not that our Lord approved of 
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his conduct, but takes hold of the circumſtance to 


enforce things of a ſuperior nature; namely, if the 
men of this world are ſo dextrous in contriving 
ſchemies of proviſion for the body, how ought this to 
ſtir up and quicken our activity in things of eternal 
concern. Hence we find fighting, running, wreft- 
ling, tr:ding, all made ule of to excite and quicken 
our tardy pace towards the attainment of everlaſting 
bleſſings. All the profeſſors of thoſe ſeveral callings 
are cunning, active, eagerly bent upon gain, and know 
it is in vain to expect the end without the means. 
Hence our Lord tells us that theſe poor drudges 


are ia their generation, wiſer than the children of 


light.” Our Lord may be ſaid to ſpeak this to our 
ſhame; and if the lip of truth had not ſpoken it, and 
daily experience proved the ſame, we ſhould have 
been ready to have doubted the fact. Let us en- 
deavour, my. dear hearers, to improve this ſubject. by 
confidering, | | 
I. Who are the children of this world? 
II. Who are the children of light? 


III. Wherein the former are wiſer than the j 


latter? £ | 
I. Who are the children of this world? 
I. This is a character which ſuits us all.by nature. 


© For God looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, to ſee if there were any who did 
even underſtand and ſeek after God; but they are 
all gone out of the way, they are altogether be- 
„ come unprofitable, ſo that there is none that doeth 
good; no not one: their throat is an open ſepul- 


„ chre; with their tongues they have uſed deceit ; 
« the poiſon of aſps is under their lips. Whoſe 


% mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs. Their 
feet are ſwift to ſhed blood. Deſtruction and mi- 
ſery are in their ways; and the way of peace they 
* know not. There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.“ Dreadful deſcription ! but is it true Lo 3 
1995 this 


* 
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this a general caſe? It is. The Holy Ghoſt is very 
particular. There is none rightecus, no, not one. See 
Pſalm xiv. and Romans ii. Nay, if we be now the 
children of light, we were once by nature children 
of wrath, even as others. © By one man's diſobe- 


% dience, many were made finners ; for in Adam all 
© died.” The fountain became polluted, and con- 
ſequently all the ſtreams. The root became cor- 
rupted, ſo did all the branches. This is a point that 
you all ought to be acquainted with ; and. ſuch as 


attend the ſervice of the eſtabliſhed church, . confeſs 
the ſame every time they come there. Too many, 
I am afraid, know not, neither care, much about 


the matter. But let me remind you of what you 


ſay when upon your knees. We have erred and 


„ ſtrayed from thy ways like loſt ſheep. We have 


followed too much the devices and defires of our 
. ©© own hearts. We have offended againſt thy holy 
_ © laws, We have left undone the things we ought 


„to have done; and we have done the things which 


* we ought not to have done; and there is no health -- 


in us.” Now all this is ſad truth, whether 
you repeat the words in earneſt or in jeſt. O dark- 


neſs! darkneis has covered the earth, and groſs dark- 


neſs the people who dwell therein. A ſenſe of this 


+ compels me to cry aloud in this public manner, if, 
peradventure, light may break into the heart of ſome - 
poor benighted ſouls, ſo that they may ariſe and fol- 


low Jeſus. 


2. The children of this world are ſuch as ſee an 


excellency in the things of time and ſenſe, One 
| ſees great charms in money, and lays out his whole 
3 | ſoul to ſecure the ſhining idol, and the making a. 

© good bargain is to him unſpeakably preferable to the 
- treaſure hid in the field. The price of ſtocks, bills 
of exchange, the myſteries of commerce, are the 
darling topics which pleaſe and delight his poor low- 
minded ſoul. Drefs and finery are things of great 
# conſequence with others. The neweſt faſhion is 
more enquired . after, . than the. fine linen of the 


A 3 Saints: 
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3 
Saints. To ſtrut about in gaudy attire, and become 
the dupe. of every filly cuſtom, and thus to flutter 


about like other hurtful and uſeleſs animals, ſeems 


to them the only end of life, and what their fatisfac- 
tion centers in, Poor, vain, aweful creatures! how 
vain in life! and is ny breath in thy noſtrils? and. 


art thou a creature of a day? where will thy lodg- 
ing-place be in alittle time? Verily in the duſt, A 
ſumptuous monument is all that can diſtinguiſh be- 


twixt. thee and the moſt common duſt, Theirs will 


reſt as well under a graſſy hillock, as thine under a 


marble monument, Nor will corruption, or worms, 
pay any reſpect to the pride of coſtly linen; but will 
as ſoon ſeize thy carcaſe, as that of the meaneſt 


' beggar. Theſe bold miners are no reſpecters of per- 


ſons. And, after all, where will the poor ſpirit, the. 
poor ſoul. have its dwelling? Either in Abraham's. 
boſom, or in everlaſting burnings. Honour and 
pomp are things of the greateſt value in the eyes 
of others, and what their empty ſouls are always 


hungering after. All the honour from above is 
entirely forgotten, for the ſake of being thought 


ſomething amongſt a few poor envious worms of the. 
earth. Among the ſame claſs may we rank tke man 
of appetite, who only lives to devour, and can ſpeak 


upon nothing with ſo good a reliſh as excellent eating. 


and drinking. How does ſuch a pitiful being degrade 
himſelf beneath the degree of the loweſt animals! 


All theſe we may rank among the gloomy generation 


of,. the children of this world. 
2. The children of this world, ſee, no farm nor 


comelineſs in Chriſt. Glorious things are ſpoken of 


thee, O thou once ſlain Lamb of God; thou art 


fairer than the children of men, grace 1s poured into thy 
lips. The Father ſpeaks from heaven and fays,. | 
«. This is my beloved Son, in whom. I am well 


pleaſed.” Angels aſcribe honour, glory, and power 


to him. Saints on earth, and Saints in glory, make 3 
him the ſubject of all their praiſes. . Every thing in 


nature, that is. valuable, is collected to ſhew forth 
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ght tell him of his blood, 'tis no more to him than that 


©: a calf; tell him of his righteouſneſs, 'tis no more 
to him than a girding of . ſackcloth; tell him of his 
great and precious promiſles,, they are as unmeaning 
cyphers. O thou poor dull foul, what doſt thou 
mean to do in heaven? Would God 1 could reach 
thy flinty heart, ſo that thou mighteſt ſee thy need, 
thy abſolute need of this dear Redeemer | * "I's you 
that believe he is precious.” Precious is his name, 
tis above every name. Precious are his promiſes; 
his merit, his ſpirit, his people and. ways. In a 
word, he is your.“ All in- All.” 5 

4. But, leſt in this public manner I ſhould not be 
ſufficiently underſtood, let it be well obſerved, every 
drunkard, ſwearer, lyar, ſabbath breaker, unclcan 
perſon, extortioner, or thief, is, in,the groſſeſt ſenſe, 
a. man of this world. As ala. is every one who neg- 
gects the means of grace, who can lie down at night 
Nike a dog in his kennel, or riſe like a beaſt in the 
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1 


"what he is. The ſun, that chears and warms the 
earth with his beams; the bright and morning ſtar, 
the pearl of great price, the bread ot lite, the foun+ 
tain of living water, the roſe of Sharon, the lilly of 
the valley, &c. all the relative tit:ics, as king, huſ- 
band, father, brother, redeemer, friend, and lover; 
all theſe, though. very ſignificant, yet are but faint 
images, mere.fhaduws, of What this dear, dear Sa- 
viour is to all who truſt in him, O, my moft dear 
God and King, how coldly do I mention thee! how. 
flatly do I ſpeak of thee | 
O for a thouſand tongues to fing:. 

My dear Redeemer's praile;; 

„ 'The glories of my God and King, 

Ihe triumphs of his grace.” 

All this is but poor cold. rant to a man of the 

world, His frozen ſoul remains as inflexible and un- 


| melted as a mountain of ice before the feeble rays of 
 a.glow-worm.,. Chrift is very little; to him. Tell 
him of his death, the ſource of all our happineſs, tis. 


no more to him than the death of the Grand Signior ; 


morning, 


f 


morning, and not bow to his Maker. So is every 


one who fits down at his table l.ke the ox to his fod- 
der, or the lion to his prey, and never ſo much as 


aſks the bleſſing of God upon his bounties. Every 
one who can drink, or fleep, or pleaſure away the 
Lord's day, to the contempt of God and his bleſſed 
ſervice. O, my poor dear fellow-ſinners, how diſ- 
mal is your fituation ! O that I could ipeak to you in 
tears of blood! How. dark is your character How 
wretched your ſtate ! 


0 
1 — 


IT. But it is time for me to conſider a more pleaſ-- | © 
ing character, and that is by enquiring who are the 


„ children of light.” | 0 


I. The very ſtile of them is truly amiable, andd 
what I truſt many of you do bear. Now ſuch are 
brought out of N their native darkneſs, in 
which they are born and bred, and in which we 
all abide till God, who commanded light to ſhine 3. 
out of darkneſs, ſhines into our hearts.” Then, 
indeed, we ſee ourſelves in a loſt, helpleſs condition, 
and are conſtrained to cry out, “ Lord, ſave, or © © 
periſh.” Such a one is now as intent upon every 5 
means of grace as he was remiſs and careleſs before. 1. 
A ſenſe of the wrath of God hanging over his head, 
the vile and filthy condition his poor ſoul is in, will $7 
not ſuffer him to take any delight in thegiddy world, 
nor can he take any ſatisfaction in fin. No, the time 
paſt is more than ſufficient that he has ſerved divers 7 
luſts and paſſions, and he ſees it is high time to ſeek © 
the Lord. Bs 

2. A child of light is one who believes in the Lord {he 
Jeſus, to the ſaving of his ſoul. Him hath God fre 
« ſet forth as a propitiation through faith in his th 
c blood, that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of ab 
« him that believeth in Jeſus. This is the founda- ab 
tion which God has laid in Sion. This is that dear gon 
name which is above every name, and in which alone me 
is ſalvation. . Indeed I may ſay the whole turns upon 
this hinge, viz. our believing-or not believing. If in the 

is 


6898 
1 is aſked what ſhall we do that we may work the works 
of God? The anſwer is ready: © This is the work. 
3. © © of God, that ye believe in him whom he hath 
y. 4 ſent.“ If it is farther enquired, What ſhali we do 
edo be ſaved? The anſwer is, „Believe in the Lord 
4 « Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” By faith We are 
Kk juſtified, by faith we are ſanctified, by faith we obtain. 
T6 promiles, by faith we run our Chriſtian race, by faith 
we ſtand itedfaſt in the ways of the Lord. 

3 . A child of light is one who “ is born again of 
© incorruptible ſeed, which liveth and abideth for 
ever.“ This is not a ſyſtem of opinions, or any. 
he © outward platform of religion; but the entire renewal. 

of the ſoul in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. The 
nd will is happily ſubdued, and the will of God takes 
are place. The affections are placed upon the proper» 

in Object, while the heart becomes the divine habitation. 
_ 3 «<< Behold, . the tabernacle of God is now with men, 
and he will dwell with them ;” yea, he will dwell 
in them. They, << put off as concerning the former 
converſation the old man, with his deeds; and are 
or | © © renewed in the ſpirit of their mind, yielding their 
very $ << members inſtruments. of righteoulneſs unto true 
„ © holineſs ; labouring to keep the faith, in the unity 
ead, + © of the ſpirit, and in the bond of peace.“ Thus, 7 
will any man be in Chriſi, be is a new creature; old thing: 
orld, are paſſed away; behold all things are become new, 
time 4. The children of light are ſuch as are united to 
ivers God. This our Lord teaches in the heautiful ſimili- 
ſeek tude of the vine and branches. As the branch is 
united to the vine, fo are they united to their living 
Lord head, and are deriving divine ſap and nouriſhment 
God from him, that they may bring forth fruit; and as 
n his the branch cannot bring forth fruit of itſelf, unleſs it 
fer of àbides in the vine, no more can theſe, unleſs they 
unda- àbide in union with their Saviour. Again, this uni- 
t dear on is farther illuſtrated in the figure of the head and 
alone members of the body. For we are members of 
upon ** his body, of his fleſh, and of his bone.“ It äs 
If irffithe. head, from which all the body, by joints and 
© „bands, 


— EC 
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« bands, having nouriſhment miniſtered and knit 
4 together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God.“ 
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all © 
the members of thut one body, being many, are one; ſo © 
alſo is Chriſi. It, therefore, ye are children of light, 
ye are the body of Chriſt, and members in particular. 
Let ſuch, therefore, be your ſympathy one with ano- 
ther, that if one member ſuffer, let all the mem- 
c bers ſuffer with it; or if one member be honoured, ? 
let all the members.rqoice with it.” 3 
This union is ſet forth under the emblem of a a 
building, of which Chriſt is the foundation.“ Ve 
« are God's building, and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Chriſt Jeſus * 
«himſelf being the chief corner ſtone.” © TO 
*«-whom coming as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed 7 
©: indeed of men, but choſen of God and precious. 
„e alſo as lively ſtones are built up a ſpiritual 
ic houſe, to offer up a ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to 
God by Feſus Chriſt,” So that all the children of 
the light can ſay, Our fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
* ther and the Son.” | 4 
5: Children of light have a ſure and certain hope 
oſ a better country. For if in this life alone they 
« had hope in Chrift, they would be of all men the 
«-moſt miſerable.” But they can now ſay, BleſF 7 
„ ed be the God and Father of our Lord. Jeſus" 
« Chriſt, who hath begotten us again to a lively 
„ hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead; 
to an inheritance that is incorruptible, and unde- 3 
* filed, and which fadeth- not away; which hope is 
*« as an anchor of-the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt, which 3 
enters into that within the veil whither the fore- 
runner is gone.“ The hopes reſulting from any 
2 in this-world, are all like the giving up of the 
ghoſt; they will periſh and bury their devotees in 
their ruins, all frail and feeble, juſt like the ſpider's 
web, which it ſpins out of its own bowels. There-$ 
fore, as the poet fings, OE: 


40 Lean 1 þ 


Js: 


ce Lean not on earth, twill pierce thee to the heart, 
& A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear; 


« On its ſharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires." : 


But the hope, founded on faith in the blood of 
o - Chriſt, cannot be cut off; but every man who hath 
5 this * puri ſies himſelf, even as God is pure. 
6. The children of light are ſuch. as abſtain from 


5j 


! 
all known fin. He that committeth fin is of the devil; 
and therefore cannot be of God. For this purpoſe 
the Son of God was manifeſt in the fleſh, that he 
„ might deſtroy the works of the devil.” Deſtroy 


Ga them! where? In the hearts of the children of men. 

8 For, undoubtedly, his ' ſervants we are to whom 
A „we obey, whether of ſin unto death, or of obedi- 
Fo << ence unto life.“ He gave himſelf for us, that 
2 4 he might redeem us from this preſent evil world. 
Vea, from all iniquity, and preſent us to himſelt a 
= peculiar people zealous of good works, “ by giving 
ua X< up ourſelves to his ſervice, and by walking before 
. him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our days, fo 


ra . that at the laſt we may come to his eternal king- 
a tt dom.” Did you hear me now? Have you under- 
ſtood what I have been talking about? I have not 
been deſcribing the princes of this world, but ſuch as 
are kings and prieſts to God and. the Lamb for ever; 
eff, ſuch as are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, 
But there is ſomething which follows not much to 


_=_ 1 heir credit, viz. That “ the children of this. world 
wy are in their generation wiſer than the children of 
7 


* light.” And this leads me to the 
': » Third thing propoſed. In the main thing, in the 
1. ru one thing needful, they are not; no, in this they are 
- Here fools, but it is in “ their generation,” in the 
" Management of worldly matters we have in them an 
Ie Example worthy of imitation. Indeed Solomon ſends 
© . ie ſluggard, yea the 1 ſluggard, to a more 
Entemptible ſchoolmiſtreſs. Go to the ant, thou 
S ſluggard, conſider her ways and be wiſe.” But 
ere p the point. | 


Lean? | 


10 


6 bands, having nouriſhment miniſtered and knit 
together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God.” 
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of that one bbdy, being many, are one; [0 
alſo is Chriſt. If, therefore, ye are children of light, 
ye are the body of Chriſt, and members in particular. 
Let ſuch, therefore, be your ſympathy one with ano- 
ther, that if one member ſuffer, let all the mem- 
bers ſuffer with it; or if one member be honoured, 
<< let all the members.rqoice with it.“ 

This union is ſet forth under the emblem of a 
building, of which Chriſt is the foundation.“ Ye 
« are God's building, and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Chriſt Jeſus 
<«<-himſelf being the chief corner ſtone.” © To 
whom coming as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed 

indeed of men, but choſen of God and precious. 
Le alſo as lively ſtones are built up a ſpiritual 


« houſe, to offer up a ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to g 


God by Jeſus Chriſt.” So that alkthe children of 
the light can fay, «© Our fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
: ther and the Son.” 


5: Children of light have a ſure and certain hope ; 


of a better country. © For if in this life alone they 
% had hope in Chrift, they would be of all men the 
«-moſt miſerable.” But they can now ſay, Bleſ- 
« ed be the God and Father of our Lord. Jeſus 
« Chriſt, who hath begotten us again to a lively 
* hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead; 
to an inheritance that is incorruptible, and unde- 


* filed, and which fadeth- not away; which hope is ; 


as an anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaft, which i 


s enters into that within the veil whither the fore- 


© runner is gone.” The hopes reſulting from any ; 


thing in this-world, are all like the giving up of the 
ghoſt; they will periſh and bury their devotees in 
their ruins, all frail and feeble, juſt like the ſpider's 


web, which it ſpins out of its own bowels. There- 


fore, as the poet fings, 


| «« Lean by 4 
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ce Lean not on earth, *twill pierce thee to the heart, 
& A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear; 


« On its ſharp point peace bleeds, aud hope expires.” 
But the hope, founded on faith in the blood of 


I'Z 


| Chriſt, cannot be cut off; but every man who hath 


e purifies himſelf, even as God is pure. 


this 5 | 
6. The children of light are ſuch. as abſtain from 


all known ſin. 


He that commitieth fn is of the deuil; 


and therefore cannot be of God. For this purpoſe 
e the Son of God was maniteſt in the fleſh, that he 
„ might deſtroy the works of the devil.” Deſtroy 
them! where? In the hearts of the children of men. 
For, undoubtedly, his ſervants we are to whom 


© we obey, whether of ſin unto death, or of obedi- 
<« ence unto life.“ He gave himſelf for us, that 
c he might redeem us from this preſent evil world.” 
Yea, from all iniquity, and preſent us to himſelf a 
peculiar people zealous of good works, “by giving 


© up ourlelyes to his ſervice, and by walking before 
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„ him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our days, fo 


that at the laſt we may come to his eternal king- 
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„ dom.“ Did you hear me now? Have you under- 
ſtood what I have been talking about? I have not 
been deſcribing the princes of this world, but ſuch as 


; 


; are kings and prieſts to God and. the Lamb for ever; 
: ſuch as are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, 


But there is ſomething which follows not much to 
their credit, viz. That“ the children of this world 
are in their generation wiſer than the children of 


1 
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light.“ 


And this leads me to the 
Third thing propoſed. In the main thing, in the 


one thing needful, they are not; no, in this they are 
mere fools, but it is in“ their generation,“ in the 
management of worldly matters we have in them an 
example worthy of imitation. Indeed Solomon ſends 
the ſluggard, yea the religious ſiuggard, to a more 
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cCcontemptible ſchoolmiſtreſs. 


ss fluggard, conſider her ways and be wiſe.” But 
to the point, 


Go to the ant, thou 


1. The 


(12 ) 
r. The children of this world are very expert in 
finding out new ſchemes, and inventing what may be 


either uſeful or taking with the public. This town 
is an eminent proof of what I now aſſert, What a 


variety of ingenious contrivances has it produced for 


twenty years paſt! nay, every year is ſtill producing 
ſomething which was not ſeen or known before. 


Nov, what intenſeneſs of thought has been neceflary ? 


How much ſleep has it loſt the projector? How long 
has he lay awake upon his pillow ? Sometimes full 
of hopes that the fruit of his brain would ſoon be 
rewarded with profit or applauſe. Again, at other 


times, fear and anxiety have tortured his diſcontented 


breaſt when any of his ſchemes have failed. Here 
is a notable example tor the children of light, Why 


are they not as ingenious in finding out the holy art 


of living to God, and of conquering the grand enemy 
of God and man? Surely the underſtanding may be 
as uſeful in things divine as in things temporal. Is 
there not as great a variety in the former as in the 
latter? Why then are not all the noble powers em- 


ployed in cultivating a more intimate acquaintance 


with the deep things of God? St. Paul complained 
of the Hebrews, that he had many things to ſpeak 


concerning Chriſt, which he could not at times 


ſpeak, becauſe they were hard to ve uttered, ſeeing, ſays 
he, ye are dull of hearing. But that it might not be 
the caſe, he exhorts them to“ leave the principles 
e of the doctrines of Chriſt, and go on unto perfec- 
tion.“ But too many grow wile in their own con- 
ceits, and think they have found out all that 1s to be 
found, and that prevents their knowing any thing 
more. The ſame Apoſtle prayed that the Epheſians 
„ might comprehend with all Saints, the length and 
„ breadth, and to know the love of Chriſt, which 
* paſſeth knowledge.” 

2. The men of the world are exceeding diligent 
in executing the ſchemes which they have found out. 
No labour is too hard, no dangers too formidable. 
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Night or day, or both, ſhall be employed, rather 
than miſs their marx. They riſe early, and take reſt 
late, and eat the bread of carefulneſs. Thus Alex- 


ander, at the age of thirty-three, had conquered, as 


he ſuppoſed, the whole world; but what dangers and 
_ difficulties did he endure ? what ſleepleſs nights? 
' nay, perhaps, ſometimes did not even lie down. 
: 2 Cæſar, I think it is faid, fought fifty pitched 


" | battfes; and, for many years, was continually in the 
peril of his life. What extremities of heat and cold 
did he endure! what long and tedious marches ! 
r _ what wounds and pres muſt he have felt! and 
Jl _ what anxiety and diſtreſs of mind! yea, often, what 
e vexation and tribulation, no one can tell. Now the 
y _ point theſe two famous heroes had in view was 
't honour; that their names might he immortal among 
Yy _ mortals. The ſame diligence we find in the men of 
be letters; ſo that they have forgot to eat their bread ; 
Is nor would they ſcarce ſuffer their candle to go out by 
ie night. It was ſaid of the famous Archimedes, that, 
1- _ When the Romans took the city of Syracuſe, he was 
ce _ ſo intent upon the adjuſting ſome geometrical lines, 
ed that he knew not that the city was taken, until a 
ak * ſoldier came into his apartment and killed him. The 
es very ſame fervor we ſee in the man of buſineſs, See 
ys the merchant, or the capital tradeſman, how eager ? 
be how ſmart? nay, he will put his own hands to the 
les buſineſs, not afraid of dirting his ruffles or diſadjuſting 
ec- "the cock of his hat. Indeed you may ſmile, but it 
on- is the truth. How does the farmer beſtir himfelf in 
be ſeed- time and harveſt! Does he ſleep in bed when he 
ung ſhould be in the field! no ſuch thing. Now it is 
ans jn vain to expect the end without the means. Here 
and the children of this world are in their generation wiſer 
iich than the children of light. O, how often are we 

found loitering, if not ſleeping on our journey? 
=_e Hence we find need of ſuch exhortations as theſe; 
ou 


Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 


able. light. 


Light | 


light. Let us run with patience the race ſet before 
eus; looking to Jeſus. Fight the good fight of 
4 4 4e faith 
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e faith, lay hold on eternal life, Let us not ſleep 
nas do others, but let us watch and be ſober. La- 
„ bour, not for the meat which periſheth but for 
e that meat which endureth to everlaſting life, 


4“ Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; for many, 1 
„ ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, but ſhall not 


«© be able. Be not weary in well doing, and in 
« due ſeaſon ye ſhall reap it ye faint not.” Indeed the 
ſluggard jongeth, but hath nothing; while the ſeul 
of the diligent ſhall] be made fat. Thus, my dear 
hearers, the kingdom ſuffers violence, and the vio- 
Jent ones take it by force. Let us labour to enter 
into his reſt, that we fail not through the ſame ex- 
ample of unbelief. 

3- The children of this world are careful that they 
be not impuſed upon. A tacit proot, by the way, 
of man's fallen nature, and the deceittulneſs of his 
heart. This ſtſpiciouſneſs and diffidence we ſee in 
all, and all prudent care taken to prevent fraud. or 
deception. Hence oaths, ſubſcriptions, bonds, notes, 
&c. are all given for that purpoſe. Nor is that the 
caſe only with people of letters; but even the moſt 
illiterate. Look at that honeſt farmer. 
as much learning as to read his Almanack, and to 
obſerve the aſpects of weather; and hen fairs are to 
be; there you ſee him about bargaining for a horſe. 
See how warily he proceeds. He examines the ani- 
mal on all ſides; his mouth, his eyes, his legs and 
feet. If there is a blemiſh he points it out, ſo that 
the price may be diminiſhed, See that tradeiman, he 
has juſt received on order, it cones from one he is 
not well acquainted with; he makes very ſtrict en- 
quiry what his property may be; not willing to ha- 
zard his ſubſtance into his hands, without a probabi- 
lity of receiving it in value again. How wary and 
jealous? how cautious and circumſpect ought we to 
be, that in no wile we be over- reached by {in or ſa- 
tan ? 
and will leave no method untried, which helliſh po- 
licy can deviſe, 
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The grand enemy lies in the way to deceive, 


Be not deceived ; take heed that 
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“ no one deceives himſelf.” Satan is called an Old 
Serpent, in reference to his cunning; we ought not 


to be ignorant of his wiles. How did he over- reach 
our firſt parents by his ſubtlety? and if he thus ſet 
on fire the green tree, what will he not do in the 
dry? If a man takes a long journey, and has much 
treaſure about him, what care will he take to ſecure 
it? he will go arm'd, and, if he can, fall into honeſt 
coppany whom he knows, and is glad of their aſſiſt- 
ance, And ſhould not this be the caſe with the 


children of God? Do they not carry about the pearl 
of great price; Chriſt in them the hope of glory? 
Are they not travelling through a howling wilderneſs, 
where the deſtroyer of the Gentiles is on his way? 


what need is there to be wary ! what need to have on 
the whole armour of God | what need to have all 
aſſiſtance which can poſſibly be had! Be jealous, 
be jealous over yourſelves with godly jealouſy, and 
labour after a watchful ſpirit daily. Keep the prize 
for ever in view, and give the moſt earneſt heed to 


+ the things which you have heard, leſt at any time 
you ſhould let them flip. 


|} 4+ The children of this world are exceeding dili- 


gent in correcting their errors. If they perceive that 


they have taken a falſe ſtep, how anxious are they in 


4 rectifying the ſame? what vexation ſeizes their minds? 
* how are they all hurry and toil ? all ditquiet till the 

have regained their former ſtation. How will they 
4 reproach themſelves for their want of foreſight or 
- circumſpection? How will they upbraid themſelves 
with their negligence: or inactivity, and call them- 
ſelves a thouſand fools! Here they are examples to 
the children of light, and in this reſpect are often 
far wiſer. Numerous are the errors which they are 
apt to ſſip into. How often have they found their 
hearts deceitful, and by truſting therein have found 
themſelves fools? Too ſoon are they betrayed into 
peeviſnneſs, flothfulneſs, or diſcontent, How often 


3 Þuſy in the things of time and ſenſe, when the affec- 


ons ſhould have been placed upon things above? 
2 a 3232333 


„ 


What need to make haſte; ſo that if there has been 
a miſſing of the way, they may regain it? O, my 
poor dear friends, look upon yourſelves as treading 
on forbidden, yea, upon inchanted ground, while 
thus wandering out of the way. Never be at reſt 
while any thing doubtful abides in your ſoul, or any 
reaſon to ſuſpect that you are not in your way for 
eternal life. Cry out, | 
O let my feet ne'er run aſtray, kh 
„ Nox rove, nor ſleek, the crooked way,” 
Shall the men of the world be fo anxious leſt they 
joſe a little money, or the favor of ſome friend, 
or a little credit or fame? What need to look to 
ourielves, that we loſe not the things we have 
wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 
5. The children of this world are ready to take 
every advantage which may fall in their way. And, 
indeed, ſome are not very delicate herein; they will 
not ſpare taking the advantage of their neighbour's; 
ignorance or neceſſity, for the purpoſe of enriching & 
themſelves. However, no man of buſineſs will let 
thoſe advantages ſlip which are looked upon as law- 
ful and honourable; though ſometimes there may be 
ſorae difficulty in the cale. Herein they are truly ex- 
amples to the children of light. And how many 
opportunities does a kind providence put into our 
hands to increaſe our heavenly treaſure? What is 
every goſpel ordinance, but an opportunity of im- 
- proving in the divine life? By the bleſſing of God, 
we have plenty of theſe. We have line upon line, 
and precept upon precept, here a little and there } 
little; fo that it might be a light to our feet and a 
lantern to our path. If we are watchful we ſhall, ? 
like the induſtrious bee, ſuck honey from ever; 
flower, and bring it home to the hive, Every ordi- 
nance is a feaſt, a banqueting-houſe, in which we 
may ſit with great delight, and find his fruit ſweet to 
our tafle. Likewiſe every ſeaſon of affliction affords Z# 
us ſome improvement, ſeeing * all things work to- 
gether for good to ſuch as love God.“ The ſchoo! 
15 
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is not pleaſing, but profitable ; ſince much patience 
and reſignation to the will of heaven may be learned 
therein. By means of ſuch inſtructors, the Lord 
crucifies his children to the world, and the world un- 
to them. Hence the Apoſtle ſays, ©* I reckon that 


the afflictions of the preſent time are not worthy 


66 to be compared with the glory which ſhall be re- 
« vealed in us.” Be ore I was afflicted, I went 
aſtray; but now have I kept thy word, ſaid David. 
And is not proſperity a ſeaſon x; improvement which 
we ought not to ſlip? As adverſity is a ſeaſon to im- 
prove patience ; ſo proſperity ſhould be a time for 
the improvement of gratitude. To have the neceſ- 
faries of life with ſome degree of affluence, is matter 
of great thankfulneſs, and ſhould make thy ſoul cry 
out in ſweet confuſion, ** What ſhall 1 render unto 
ce the Lord for all his benefits towards me?” The 
alternative ſeaſons of the year, the various produce 
thereof, are all matter of thankfulneſs, and, if duly 
improved, may, like ſo many ſtreams, lead us to the 


great fountain of all true happineſs. The being fa- 


voured with particular acquaintance, with the more 
wiſe and pious ſervants of the living God, is matter of 
thankfulneſs, and what may be improved to his 
glory. David's delight was in the ſaints upon the 
earth, and ſuch as excelled in virtue. Many occur- 
rences of divine-providence, too numerous.to particu- 


larize, ought to be attended to, and ſuch. as may 


prove of the greateſt utility to the ſoul, which is fully 
determined in all things to know nothing, tave 
Ixsus CHRIST, and him crucified. 

The men of the world endure many hardſhips, 


loſſes, and croſſes, in order to the accompliſhing their 


deſigns, many of which cannot be accompliſhed 
without. The farmer muſt face many a bitter blaſt, 
and many a ſhower of rain, many a ſultry day, and 
many a froſty night, or he might beg in harveſt and 
have nothing. . The merchant muſt endure long 
Voyages, and tedious journeys ; or he could never 
make his fortune. All your Alexanders and Cæſars 
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have endured much fatigue, many ſleepleſs nights, or 
they could never have attained their ends. And muſt 


or difficulty which may obſtruct the way? No; it 


that, „through much tribulation, we muſt enter the 
kingdom of God,” Hence we are called upon to 
*« endure hardſhip as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
If thou wilt enter into life, deny thyſelf, take up thy 
croſs. The divine life is compared to fighting, wreſt- 
ling, running, and labouring for the meat which en- 


note labaur and toil, difficulty and danger. Such is 
the warfare we are called to engage in. But, ah, 
how many grow faint and weary ? Too much like 
the ſeed on ſtony places; for a time they flourith ; 
but when hardſhips and difficulties occur, they wi- 


in the winter. But he that endureth to the end, 
*© the fame (hall be ſaved.“ 

7. The men of the world do all to obtain a cor- 
ruptable prize; like Jonah's gourd it periſhes in a 
night. Indeed, what oy have obtained with fo 
much labour and toil, falls ſhort of their expecta- 
tion, and, like the ſportſman, all they enjoy is in 
the chace ; if the poor animal eſcapes them, that is 
diſappointment, and they are diffatisfied ; and if-they 
run it down, it puts an end to the diverſion. Thus 
it is. with all tranſitory things. Alexander cries be- 
cauſe he. has not another world to conquer, and 
Cæſar diſguſted ſays, Is this all?“ when he was 
ſaluted Imperator. But now the believer's inheri- 
tance is incorruptible.; his crown is ſuch. as fadeth 
not away; as his happineſs. is full and compleat, it is 
laſting as the days of eternity, coeval with'the throne 


of God. Hence it is called an everlaſting kingdom, 
_ everlaſting life, a kingdom which cannot be ſhaken, 
a city which hath foundations, whoſe builder and 


maker is God; a better country, a heavenly one; 
vherefore God will not be aſhamed to be call'd 8 
| ; 3 


the children of light ſtart back at every little hardſhip 


is written, “in the world ye ſhall have tribulation,” 


dureth to life everlaſting. All which expreſſions de- 


ther away. Fine ſummer ſhoots, but eaſily nipped 
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God, for he has prepared for them a city, where the 
righteous ſhall ſhine like the jun in the kingdom of 
their Father; where they ſhall hunger no more, 
neither thirſt any more; neither thall the ſun ght on 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb, who is in the 
midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and lead them 


to living fountains of water, and God ſhall wipe all 
tears from their eyes. 


I have now diſpatched what I chiefly intended; and 

I with I have not treſpaſſed upon your patience ; and 

yet the ſerious attention which I ſee in moſt of your 

countenances, gives me to hope you are not weary. 
Suffer me to add a word of exhortation before I diſ- 

miſs you. As I have deſcribed the children of this 

world, and the children of light, I hope you have all 
paid ſo much attention as to diſcover your own State. 
Are you then of the earth earthy ? How highly neceſ- 
ſary is it that you awake out of ſleep ? See, what a 

poor portion thou art likely to have; What ſhall it 
© profita man, if he ſhould gain the whole world 
a _ © and loſe his own ſoul?” O then ariſe ye and de- 
part, for this is not your reſt, Awake, thou ſtupid 
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- Vretch, cry mightily to God, if ſo be that God may 
in think upon thee, ſo that thou periſh not. See the 
is = heavens rolling away with a great noiſe! See the 
ey = earth on fire! See the ſun torn from the ſky, and ſee 
us 


the elements melt with fervent heat! 

| See the ſtars from heaven falling, 

„ Hark ! on earth the dreadful cry; 

Men on rocks and mountains calling, 
„While the frowning Judge draws nigh.” 
Where are thy vain paſtimes now? where is thy 
=» carnal mirth? where is all. thy ſhow and empty 


ne pride? *Tis all gone; and only the bitter remem- 
m, brance of its remains to ſting thee. Where is thy 
en, = curſed wealth, for which thou didſt deſtroy thy ſoul ? 
ind ho does the very ruſt thereof riſe up to thy eternal 
e; = ſhame and confuſion. . O, that I could ſtir up th 


poor dull ſoul to ariſe and trim its lamp, that this! 
3 ö oy ſcene 
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ſcene in nature may be welcome to thee, “ O that 


«« ye Were wiſe, that ye underſtood this; and that ye 
« would conſider your latter end |” O ye, who are 
the children of my Father, who is in heaven, who 
are chi'dren of light, fee how our Saviour provokes 


us to jealouſy by a foolifli people! Do theſe poor 


drudves uſe ſo much ingenuity in finding out, ſo 


much diligence in executing, ſo much care that the 


be not impoſed upon, ſo careful to correct every falſe 
ſtep, fo ready to take every advantage, endure ſo 


many hardſhips, croſſes, and trials, and all to gain a 


very precarious pittance, which, it they ſucceed, can 
out keep it alittle while! What care, what diligence, 
ought we to uſe for the one thing needfu] ! Lord, 
ſtir us up! Lord, awaken our drouly ſouls | 

„ We, for whom God the Son came down, 

4 And labour'd for our good; 

«© How careleſs to ſecure that crown 

«© He purchas'd with his blood.” 

We know the emptineſs of the world; we know 
the worth of a Saviour ; we know the price, the in- 
eſtimable price laid down for our ſalvation; we know 
the wretched ſtate out of which the Lord hath in 
mercy called us. Let us not fleep, as do others ; 


but let us watch and be ſober. See the immortal, 


prize ſet before you; run that ye may obtain. O, 
what has the precious, the adorable Jeſus done and 
ſuffered for us? Reſt not in any particular notions, 


no ſyſtems or platforms of religion. No, gird up the 
loins of your minds, and lay aſide every weight ; ſo 
run that ye may obtain. My dear fellow-finners,. 
one and all, time is gone, but I am not willing to 
diſmiſs you till I can prevail with ſome of you to buy 


the pearl of great price; grant me this favour, and 


then I can gladly conclude. I cannot bear the 
thoughts of your damnation. Have patience with 


me a few moments longer; your ſouls are at ſtake; ? 


let us reaſon together a little, What profit is there 
in your blood, if you periſh ? If you could gain the} 
whole world and loſe your ſoul, what will you gain 
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by the bargin? What pleaſure is there in damna- 
tion? Can the moſt intolerable pain bring any plea- 
ſure to the forever loſt ſinner? Common ſenſe ſhrinks 
at the very thoughts thereof. Is there any honour in 
lying under the infamy and diſgrace of folly and ſin 

for ever? Why thus will ye die? Will you go to hell 


purely becauſe the greateſt numbers are going thither- 


ward? What folly | What! go to hell for the ſake 
of company ! How will that very circumſtance aug- 
ment your miſery ? Why will you die? Is there no 
pleaſure, no joy, no ſatisfaction in the ways of the 
Lord ? This you have not yet tried ; therefore can- 
not properly judge of the matter. Perhaps the path 
is not quite ſo gloomy as you imagine. However, 


make the trial; and if it does not anſwer your ex- 


pectation, you can but at laſt throw it up. Unto 
you, therefore, O men, I call, and my voice is unto 
the ſons of men. Let me lift up my voice like a 
trumpet; let me cry aloud and ſpare not. O ye 
poor prodigals, feeding upon the huſks of worldly 
vanity, return to your Father's houfe ; behold he 
waits to receive you; leave, leave your poor ſwiniſh 
delights and come away. O ye poor earth-worms, 
who, like Eſau, are felling your birth-rights to hea- 
ven for a morſel here below; come, dig for the hid 
treaſure ; the Lord counſels you to buy of him gold 
tried in the fire, that you may be rich, Take his 
advice; be at peace with him. O all ye unclean 


Vretches, whoſe crimes will not bear the light, the 


ſun bluſhes to behold you; the chaſte eyes of an- 
gels turn from the abhorrent ſight ; turn to the foun- 
tain open for ſin and uncleanneſs. Now is the time, 
the accepted time, to get your ſhame covered, fo that 
it may not be called in queſtion in the great day of 
the Lord, O ye poor ſelf-righteous formaliſts, who 
are Covered with the covering which is not of God's 
ſpirit, the time is coming when your poor fig-leaves 
will wither and drop oft; the ſparks of your own 


_ kindling thall die out; and this hall ye have at God's 


hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow. Vet he counſels 
| | you 


your heart is not right. 
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you to buy white linen, even the righteouſneſs which 
is by faith. The wedding garment is prepared for 
you; O put it on, that when the King comes to 
view his gueſts, he may not find you ſpeechleſs. 
Throw away your own filthy garments, as rotten 
rags, and put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and being 
found in him, not having your own righteouſneſs, 
which is of the Jaw, but the righteouſneſs which is by 
faith, both imputed and implanted, ſo may you at- 
tend the marriage of the Lamb, and fit down with 


him for ever. O all ye who truſt in opinions, who 


parade yourſelves upon your ——— and, like 
the papiſts, ſtigmatize all for heretics w 
pen to differ from you in ſome circumſtantials ; who 


have ſubſtituted a notion, in the place of ſound con- 


verſion ; whether your opinion be right or wrong, 

No, you have yet bitterneſs, 
envy, wrath, worldly-mindedneſs in you ; yes, pride, 
fretfullneſs, and diſcontent, Yet, even to you I call 
in the name of Jeſus; appropriate his merits, and 


have a faving application to your poor eonſciences ; 


now ariſe and waſh away your fins; throw off your 


ſtiff bigotry ; put on charity which is the bond of 


perfectneſs; take care of treating ſacred things with 
that levity of ſpirit, as though they were only trifling 


- amuſements, Remember whether thoſe who may 
happen to differ from you be right or wrong; that 
ſneer, banter, ridicule, hard names, ſcurrility, are all 
beneath the majeſty of truth; and that ſacred things 


are to be treated with ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity. Be- 
ſides, while you are unconverted, you cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. O thou poor ſelf-deluded 
finner, while thou art warming thyſelf in the {parks of 


'* thine own imagination, hear, O hear, and tremble 


at the word of the Lord. yo to them that are wiſe 
in their own eyes, ani prudent in their own fight. 
Truly, F ye were blind ye would have no ſn; 


but becauſe ye ſay, We ſee, therefore your fin remem- 


eth, O, what thall I fay? I muſt deliver my own 
ſoul, and I am glad to fee your ſerious attention; 
| | | it 


10 may hap- 
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it ſhews good manners; and let me hope is a 
mark of your receiving the truth, though delivered in 
the plaineſt manner. This ſatisfaction I would have 
before we part, that ſome impreſſion is made upon 
your minds. Truly it is far from being pleaſing to 
expoſe myſelf to the ſneer and ridicule of every fool, 
and ſtand up like a ſcare-crow ; but let me be vile, if I | 
can but perſuade you to fly eternal ſhame and confu- 

ſion. O, my ever dear Lord and Maſter, let me 
find ſucceſs in this the day of thy power; I want to 
caſt the net on the right ſide: of the ſhip; I want to 
find the way to the heart. Lord, I can but draw the 
bow at a venture, do thou direct the arrow between 
the joints and the harneſs; and let the pride and 


ſtoutneſs of man be brought down, So may the 
Lord alone be exalted in this day. O ye fabbath- 
2 breakers, drunkards, ſwearers, who ſwarm in our 
ſtreets, unto you I call, awake, awake, and cry 
2? mightily to an offended Majeſty, Has God given 
us fix days to make proviſion for our frail bodies; 
and is the Lord's Day to be devoted to idleneſs 
and ſenſuality ? Why are goſpel ordinances appoint- 
ed, and places of divine worſhip ordained, if we are 
not to attend them? Why will ye ſaunter away this 
> bleſſed day in viſiting, in ſleeping, feaſting, or at the 
al houſe? Awake thou godleſs, chriſtleſs, graceleſs 
2 wretch ; awake and cry mightily to him againſt. 
vVvhom thou haſt ſinned, if ſo be that thou periſh - 
not. But the ſun is gone down, and the ſhadows _ 

Fof the evening are drawing a fable veil over the 


4 creation, Happy ſhall 1 be it any thing faid may 


make a laſting impreſſion upon any mind, fo that yu 
may ariſe and flee from the wrath to come. Lord 


od lay ro thy mighty hand, the work is worthy of 
hee, lay hold on theie fouls and fave them, fave 
them tor thy mercy's lake. Amen. 
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18 then, my ſoul, fly up, and run 
Through every heavenly ſtreet; 
And fay, There's nought beneath the fun, 

Thar's worthy of thy feet. 


1 


Bright, like the ſun, the Saviour ſits, 
And ſpreads eternal noon ; 

No evenings there, or gloomy nights, 
To want che feeble moon. 


AIX. 


O, Jeſus! when ſhall that dear day, 
hat welcome hour ariſe, 

When I ſhall fly to meet thee there, 

| And dwell above the ſkies, 


Had I the pinions of a dove, 
I'd climb the heavenly road; 
There fits my Saviour dreſs'd in love, 
And there's my {miling-Gops. 
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